Background for GPC Fundraising Policy 

God’s Ownership
· As Creator and Sustainer of the universe, God “owns” the world and all of its wealth. He can access it, distribute it and dispose of it at His will (Gen 1:1, Ps 24:1,2).
Man’s Stewardship

· Adam was given stewardship over the creation (Gen 1: 26-30). This included “work” in the garden, but this activity was fruitful, rewarding and satisfying.

· After the fall and as a result of the Curse, Man’s work in the world would be a “labour” or “toil” associated with frustration and sometimes fruitlessness (Gen 3:17-19).
O.T. Principles

· Material prosperity was linked to industriousness, faithfulness and the goodness and grace of God. At times God withheld such blessing because of faithlessness or perhaps because of His alternate sovereign purposes.

· Material prosperity was sometimes a danger for God’s people in that they became complacent, enjoying the blessing but failing to acknowledge the God who provided the blessing (Deut 8:10-18; Jud 2:10-15).

· The Ten Commandments specifically prohibit “covetousness” (Ex 20:17), i.e. illicitly desiring for oneself that which belongs to another.
· In the absence of a social security system, allowances were to be made for those who struggled to provide for themselves (widows, etc; Lev 19:9,10). However these were required to contribute something for that benefit (e.g. gleaning the corners of the harvest fields).

· The Levites/priests, who had the Lord as their inheritance rather than a portion of the land of Israel, received provisions from tithes and from that which was offered at the Tabernacle/Temple (Num 18:20,21).
· The Book of Proverbs repeatedly commends diligent, industrious behaviour, warns against slothfulness, and condemns corrupt business practices (Prov 6:6-11; 10:4; 11:1; 13:4; 16:11; 20:4, 23; 21:5).
Jesus’ Teaching

· Jesus spoke against materialism – not wealth as such but wealth as an end in itself, especially when it came at the expense of our relationship with God (Mk 8:36,37; Lk 12: 16-21) 
· He encouraged an attitude which gave priority to things of the spirit and of heaven (Mt 6:33).
· In His parables stewards were commended for their diligence in work, their creative enterprise and their faithfulness (e.g. Mt 25:14-30).

· He reinforced the notion that it is God who is aware of and provides for our physical needs (Mt 6:25-34)
· He instructed us not to measure ourselves or others by the amount of things which we possess (Lk 12:15)
· He warned against the corrupting influence of riches (Mt 13:22).
· He demonstrated His disdain/anger against those who turned the Temple precinct into a marketplace characterised by corruption and greed (the “house of prayer” had become a “den of thieves”, Lk 19:45, 46).
· He stated that He is the source/resource for everything of spiritual worth (Jn 15:5).

Paul’s Teaching

· Paul endorsed the notion that we have obligations to work to provide for ourselves and our families (II Thess 3:10-12; I Tim 5:8).
· Christians have a further responsibility to exemplify their Christian faith in their behaviour at work. This includes diligence, honesty and faithfulness in employees and fairness in employers (Eph 6:5-9, Col 3:22-4:1, Tit 2:9,10).

· He endorsed the OT principle of supporting those whose vocation was service to God and His people from the tithes/offerings of those who received this ministry (I Tim 5:17,18).
· Paul identified the love of money as the “root of all evil” and the desire to be rich as a source of great temptations. Those already blessed with earthly riches are warned against pride/arrogance and inappropriate trust or confidence in that wealth. He recommended “godliness with contentment” as the better attitude to possessions in this life, and instructed pursuit of “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness…” (I Tim 6:6-19).

· Qualifications for those in leadership of the local Church included not being “given to filthy lucre” (greedy for money, especially that which was gained corruptly) (I Tim 3:3,8).
· As an itinerant evangelist/Church planter, Paul was very conscious of his witness or reputation as an “honest broker”. At times he forsook his right for financial support from those Churches to avoid the possibility of being perceived as a con-man more interested in personal financial gain than the welfare of souls (I Thess 2:9-12, I Cor 9:1-18).
· Paul states that the resources we already have in Christ are sufficient for what He wants us to do (Phil 4:13) and that spiritual work cannot be done with “carnal” resources (II Cor 10:4).

Discussion

· It is clear that life in this period between the curse and the eternal state will be characterised by the need for us to work (“toil”) in order to survive. This means that all of us at some level will engage in commercial activity in the “market place” by trading our goods, skills or labour for money, which we can then use to purchase the necessities of life. Anything in excess of this we can distribute according to our own set of priorities. It is from this “excess” that God’s people support His work through the local Church and other agencies.
· It would appear that part of God’s purpose in the curse and its effects is to encourage us to turn to Him for the provision of our needs (both physical and spiritual) as much as for the answers to life’s great questions. In seeking to finance the work of God we should be looking to Him rather than the world (Phil 4:13,19). Soliciting funds from those outside the Church diminishes God’s reputation of having an interest in, care for and ability to resource His own work.
· The appeal of gambling at any level is to acquire a relatively large return for a relatively small outlay with essentially no effort. However there is high risk (of no return) as well as the practical problems associated with gambling addiction. More importantly, from a Christian/Biblical point of view, such behaviour betrays a lack of contentment, an attitude of covetousness, an over-attachment to material possessions, an over-confidence in their ability to make us happy, and/or an inability to trust in God to supply our needs.  Because of all these negatives associated with gambling, we should avoid it entirely.
· God’s purpose for the Church is to be a place of fellowship and worship for believers, and a base from which they can serve Him in the world in fulfilment of the Great Commission (Matt 28:19,20). Encouraging people to consider their eternal destiny and seeking to reach people at the level of their soul and spirit is anything but a commercial activity. The two should never be confused in our mind and people in need of the Gospel should never need to doubt our motivation in reaching out to them.
· A practical application of this is to exercise considerable care in distinguishing the goal of our ministries from any commercial or profit making enterprise. We need to see people, and they need to see us view them, as those for whom Christ died, rather than as potential customers who can be manipulated for commercial gain. People within and outside the Church should feel that we view others as God does.
· When seeking to raise funds for specific ministry purposes we should consider an appropriate balance between working hard for that money ourselves (i.e. the commercial activity of  selling our goods, skills or services in the market place) and seeking the support of God’s people (through their generous financial sponsorship).The later can easily be conducted through the normal operations of the Church (through presentations during the services, etc). The critical question which arises is whether or not our attempts at commercial activity should be done with the imprimatur and on the premises of the Church. Such activity would fulfil the requirement of “rewards for labour”; but in seeking resources from the world to finance the work of God are we as a Church confusing our relationship with those people? Some would argue that as long as business is transacted “fairly”, nothing is lost; that this would be no different from engaging in such activity somewhere else. However it still turns the Church into a commercial entity, no matter how fair we think our business practices are. Others are entitled to ask “When do you stop being a profit making concern and when do you become interested in spiritual things? And vice versa”. Even if there is liberty for a Church to conduct itself as a business, forgoing that liberty for the sake of an untarnished reputation is similar to Paul’s choice to not receive support from (some of) his Churches in order to maintain the integrity of his reputation as an apostle.
· If the Church had the resources and interest to run an “enterprise” as a means of outreach to the community (say a drop-in centre or coffee shop) it could do so as a clearly defined “non-profit” entity, even if commercial activity occurred.

· It is in the course of normal business activity that elements of human nature such as greed and dishonesty express themselves in the form of corruption, manipulation and deceit. This does not prevent God’s people from engaging in business activity fairly and honestly. However historically the Church has used “religion” as merely another means for raising wealth for itself and its leaders and there is a belief among many in the general community that this is still the case.  It is important for our witness that GPC goes the second mile to show that we are different.
· While fundraising for ministry projects through a GPC endorsed commercial enterprise is not in itself forbidden in Scripture, the spiritual benefit of protecting ourselves and the gospel from the possible tarnish of greed and self-interest, outweighs the cost of having to forego some projects or raise funds for them through more difficult or in-house means.
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